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Muhammad Khan Bangash proceeded towards Malwa
via Agra where he got ammunitions from the fort,
and also some new ordnance as the large cannon he
had brought from Delhi were all defective at the breach.
He had a force of 8,200 horse and 2,500 foot with him
under the command of Muqlm Khan, Sa'adat Khan,
Bakhatawar Khan, and Allah Yar Khan. At Gwalior
Muhammad Khan Bangash received a letter from
Amiru'l-Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah directing him to
proceed to Malwa by forced marches in order to check
the advance of the Marathas near the river Narbada.
When Muhammad Khan Bangash reached Sadhaurah in
December, 1730, in the direction of Ujjain, he received
an urgent letter from Nizarnu'1-Mulk, congratulating him
on his appointment to the Subedari of Malwa and asking
to court in 1724. The defeat and death of Mubariz Khan and the
establishment of Nizamu'l-Mulk's sway in the Deccan had alarm-
ed the Emperor beyond measure. He did not want Muhammad
Khan to leave the capital at that time. During Muhammad Khan's
absence Chattarsal renewed his depredations in the Mughal territ-
ory to the borders of Patna. In 1726, Muhammad Khan Bang-ash
led an expedition into the heart of Bundelkhand, He occupied many
fortresses. The seige of Jaipur was prolonged but at length Chat-
tarsal offered submission in 1728. The irony of the situation is that
instead of getting any help from the Central Government, the
Amlru'l-Umara's party urged the Bundelas to resume hostilities.
In 1729. Baji Rao, who was campaigning in Malwa, opened cor-
respondence with Chattarsal in order to present a united front
to the Imperialists. The Maratha contingents joined Chattarsal
at a, time when Muhammad Khan Bangash was quite unprepared
to meet them, relying on the promise of Chattarsal never to take
up arms against the Imperial representative in Bundelkhand.
Muhammad Khan was surrounded in the hilly country of Ajhnar,
His supplies were cut off. For two months he had to undergo
great privation, when his son Qaim Khan came to his rescue,
Muhammad KhSn Bangash made a sortie and was again beseiged
at Jaitpur. At length by the bravery of his tribesmen he managed
to extricate himself and reached Delhi. After the death of Daya
Bahadur he was offered the Subedari of Malwa by the Emperor,
which he accepted (Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1878;
Ma'athiru'l-Umard, vol. Ill, pp. 771-74).